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NCAT offers a variety of training opportunities to fit your needs. To register for a class or for more information, please visit 
our website at www.ncat.us or call Don Watson at 334.844.7306.

The National Center for Asphalt Technology hosted its 22nd 
Professor Training Course in June. Held each summer, it prepares 
civil engineering faculty to teach courses in hot-mix asphalt 
technology. The 2011 class included 26 attendees representing 
16 universities and 12 states as well as the Federal Highway 
Administration, India and Venezuela.

The eight-day course was taught by NCAT engineers along with 
special guest speakers from industry, academia and government. 

Education and Training

NCAT completes 22nd Professor Training Course

Standing (L–R): Shahriar Najafi, Maryam Sakhaeifar, Mo Shahin (instructor), Maylin Corros, Ray 
Brown (instructor), Pamela Turner (instructor), Benjamin Bowers, Mohammad Khasawneh, Joseph 
Owino, Nadeem Ahwer, Mario Candia, Maziar Moaveni, Steve Cooper, Robert Schmidt, Flavio 
Padula, Jeff Withee, Gongyun Liao, Yu Qian, and Goli Nossoni

Kneeling (L-R): Nam Tran (instructor), Jidendra Kumar Thakur, Don Watson (instructor), Will 
Lindquist, Sherif El-Badawy, Kyle Riding, Jason Moore (instructor), Brandon Batz, Grant Julian  
(instructor), Jason Nelson (instructor), Mike Heitzman (instructor), Sheng Zhao, Randy West  
(instructor), Arash Motamed, and Yuanjie Xiao

Classroom lectures covered materials, mix design, pavement  
design, construction, performance and maintenance/ 
rehabilitation. Current topics such as warm-mix asphalt and the 
use of higher percentages of recycled asphalt pavement (RAP) 
were also part of the classroom discussions. Laboratory sessions 
included demonstrations of aggregate and binder testing, as 
well as quality control and performance tests.

Tours rounded out the course, adding practical perspective 
and allowing attendees to view 
multiple facets of the asphalt industry. 
Local tours included the NCAT  
Pavement Test Track and the East 
Alabama Paving asphalt plant in 
Opelika. At the end of the course, 
participants traveled to Chattanooga, 
Tenn., to visit the Astec, Roadtec and 
Heatec manufacturing facilities.

Since the first course was held in 
1988, more than 400 professors from 
all 50 states have returned to their 
colleges and universities equipped to 
train the next generation of pavement 
engineers and technologists. All 
attendees receive a copy of the 
NCAT textbook and other materials 
needed to teach a course in asphalt 
technology, and many develop long-
term working relationships.

Check the NCAT website  
(www.ncat.us) for information on  
registration for the next Professor 
Training Course in June 2012.

Need  RAS Testing? 
The NCAT laboratory can meet all your 
needs for recycled asphalt shingles (RAS) 
testing: 

Call Jason Moore at 334.844.7336 for  
more information..
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Online Learning Opportunities
Auburn University's Office of Continuing Education, in coop-
eration with NCAT and the Department of Civil Engineering, 
offers a variety of online professional development courses on 
hot mix asphalt and other civil engineering topics. Continuing 
education credits are available. Course titles include:

• Asphalt Binder Tests and Specifications,
• Asphalt Pavement Preservation and Rehabilitation,
• Hot Mix Asphalt Compaction,
• Hot Mix Asphalt Delivery and Placement,
• Hot Mix Asphalt Paving Construction Specifications &   	      	
  Quality Control/Assurance and
• Pavement Management Systems.

Visit the Auburn Continuing Education website at www.eng. 
auburn.edu/distance-learning/ce/distance/courses/civil.html 
for a list of courses and detailed course information.
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