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ABSTRACT:  Serial ATA (SATA) is one of the latest technologies to be implemented in computers.  It is a replacement for the long established IDE technology (PATA) that has been present on hard drives and optical drives for over the last decade.  Both technologies provide a way for the CPU to communicate and retrieve data from a media source, the difference being speed, reliability, and legacy issues.  SATA is a clear winner having been implemented in hard drives for PCs by large computer manufacturers like Dell for several years. Furthermore, optical drives such as CD and DVD drives are beginning to ship using the SATA technology.  It will be presented in the seminar why the need for the new technology came about, changes between SATA and PATA, how the hardware is structured to transmit SATA, and an overview of the SATA protocol. 

