Brief History of Electronics
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Date Event Inventor
1827 Ohm’s Law published Georg Ohm
1874 “Cat’s whisker” point contact diode using a Pb crystal Ferdinand Braun
1879 Cathode ray tube (CRT) device Ferdinand Braun
1879 Edison carbon filament light bulb Thomas Edison
1900 Radio communication system Guglielmo Marconi
1906 Diode vacuum tube invented John Fleming
1906 Triode vacuum tube (for amplifier/oscillator) Lee de Forrest
1918 LC oscillator invented Edwin Colpitts
1927 Television invented Philo Farnsworth
1933 FM invented Edward Armstrong
1939 pn junction invented Russel Ohl
1940 Radar developed

1946 ENIAC — 1* electronic computer

1947 Bipolar junction transistor invented Shockley, Brattain & Bardeen
1950 Electronic color television invented John Baird |
1952 First commercial transistor production A
1958 Integrated circuit (IC) invented Jack Kilby
1960 Ruby laser invented Theodore Maiman
1961 First commercial IC’s

1968 4000 Series CMOS IC’s introduced

1971 Intel 4004 microprocessor (4-bit)

1974 Intel 8080 microprocessor (8-bit)

1977 Radio Shack TRS-80 PC

1977 VHS VCR introduced

1981 IBM PC introduced

1982 FCC authorized commercial cell phone service

1982 Compact Disk (CD) commercially released

1982 286 processor introduced

1985 386 processor introduced

1989 486 processor introduced

1993 Pentium processor released

1997 Pentium II processor released

1999 Celeron processor released

2009 U.S. switch to digital TV
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