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BackgroundBackground
• Basic fluid mechanics govern how wind 
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• Lessons from Hurricane Andrew

• see article: 
http://www.alpeng.com/alpine/hurrican.htm
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• Lessons from Hurricane Andrew
• wind blown debris and missiles 

caused much of the damage
• when an enclosed building is 

breached it becomes  “partially 
enclosed,” and the forces on the 
structure change
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• Wind-blown debris punctures roof sheathing• Wind-blown debris punctures roof sheathing
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• Breach of building 
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